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IN SIX PARTS: 
CONTAINING. 


1 A plain and faithful Addreſs to all who. 
cheriſh Deceit, and practiſe Injuſtice. 

H. A Diſcovery of the malignant Nature of 
this kind of « Sin. 


III. The notorious Aggravations of it in a 
Land of Goſpel Light. 

IV. The miſerable Conſequences ſet to View. 
V. Directions, and Counſels. 

VI. Exhortations, and n 
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Therefore all things whatſoever ye Br”: that Aen 

ſhould do to you, do ye even ſo to them : for this is > 
Lau, and the Prophets, Matt. vii. 12. 

That no Man go beyond and defraud his Brother in 
any matter, becauſe that the Lord is the avenger of all 
A as we have alſo forewarned you and tg ell. is 

0 1 Theſſ. iv. 6. 

« OF all the Virtues, Juſtice is the beſt; 

« Valour, without it, is a common reſt : £ 

«& Pyrates and Thieves, too oft with courage grac'd, 

« Shew us how ill that Virtue may be plac'd: 

« Tis our complexion makes us chaſte, or brave; 

« Juſtice from Reaſon, and from Heav'n we es 

All other Virtues dwell but in the Blood; 

„That in the Soul, and gives the name of Good: 

« Tuftice the Queen of Virtues! Walk. 
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H E want of inward piety, or upright- 
neſs of heart in the fear of God, is 
= the cauſe of diſhoneſty, from the loweſt to 
the higheſt degree of it; from diſſimulation 
= to robbery. Piety is certainly the beſt, if it 
be not the only ſolid baſis of virtue. It is 
known that learned men have undertaken to 
prove that virtue is founded in the very na- 
ture of things, antecedent to the knowledge 
of any other law, whereby it is bound upon 
the mind of man. But, to uſe the words of a 
Judicious writer, That virtue will have but 
a very weak foundation in the mind of any 
man, where it is not grounded upon an appre- 
henſion of God and his law, ſome way or 
other made known to us. If a man has no 
other conſiderations to incline him to virtue, 
but only thoſe of this Life; as often as theſe 
conſiderations fail (as many times they do) 
there is an end of his virtue in that caſe. 
Nothing but a ſtrong ſenſe of God and his 
law, can ſupport virtue under the many and 
great diſcouragements, with which it often 
meets.“ What a mighty and bleſſed effect 
would a ſtrong ſenſe of God's omniſcience, 
and omnipreſence, have on the heart af a 
firm believer! Could he venture to deceive, 
lye, or defraud, when he apprehended God 
beholding him, and his violated law, doom- 
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To Tar READER. 
ing him to deſtruction ?——But where there 


is no religious ſenſe of God and his govern- 


ment, the deceitful heart will take its range, 


and the tranſition is eaſy from lying and diſ- 
ſembling, to tricking and pilfering, and in 
certain circumſtances, to thefts, and the moſt 


violent acts of injuſtice. 
The following treatiſe, which is laid at the 


Saviour's feet for his bleſſing, is not deſigned 
to be only a diſſuaſive from ſtealing, but to 
awaken all who may read it to a dread and 
| abhorrence of inſincerity, and diſhoneſty f 
heart in the ſight of God; and to excite to 
the greateſt concern to be. renewed by the 
Holy Spirit unto uprightneſs, and truth in the 
inward man, which Sad requireth, and de- 


lighteth 1 in, Pf. L. 6. * Behold, thou defireth 


truth in the inward parts; and which the 


lorious Redeemer when on earth expreſſed 
Hek ch approbation of where he ſaw it, tho' in 
one who was at that time prejudiced againſt 
him, John i. 47. Behold an 1ſraclite indeed, 


in whom is no guile. A Nathanadl, * 
while looking for ſalvation, 


He pleads no merit of reward, 
555 po not on works, but grace "relies ; 


a Yet it may be ſaid of him, 


„ From guile bis heart and lips are free, 
His humble joy, his holy fear, 
« With deep repentance well agree, 


. "66 amt n to prove his faith ſincere.” 


. Werrs, Pf. xxxii. 
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SECTION I. 
A plain and faithful Addreſs to all thoſe ubs 
FC cheriſh Deceit, and prathiſe Injuſtice. 


12 is too uncharitable a thought to be allowed, 1 
that all perſons who have need of an addreſs 
of this kind, are ſet againſt receiving it. I 

would rather. ſuppoſe that there are none guilty 

of this wickedneſs, but have their ſeaſons of re- 
flection, at leaſt for a ſhort time, when conſcience - 


gets an hearing. In ſuch an hour, who can tell 


but a plain and faithful application being made 
to them, with a diſintereſted view to their higheſt 


good for time and eternity, may be welcomed? 


Who can ſay they will one and all reject what- 
ever kind and condeſcending means, whatever 
convincing reaſons, powerful arguments, or friend- 
ly helps ſhall be offered them, in order to their re- 
covery? Can any tell what it may pleaſe God to 
do for them by a word in ſeaſon, by ſo ſmall a 
matter as this addreſs, and the following treatiſe ? 
If it pow God to uſe it, this, even this ſhall be” 
B their” 
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their recovery, as an inſtrumental means of con- 


viction, humiliation, and repentance. How glo- 


rious would ſuch iſſue be ? Who would not wiſh 
and pray it might be ſo ? Let me prevail with the 
awakened ſinner to pauſe, and aſk himſelf, Is it 
not infinitely deſirable to have my heart and life 
changed 


rule in me rather than curſed deceit, fraud, inju- 


ſtice and cruelty, with all their malignant effects, 
abominated by God, injurious to men, and infa- 


mous and deſtructive to myſelf? Do I not know 
that the ſcripture - deelares, that every one that 
doth unrighteouſly is abomination to the Lord ; 

that the wicked and him who doth violence his 
foul hateth. — <* That God will deſtroy the 
bloody and deceitful man,” Pf. v. 4, 5, 6. Shall 
I not confider that queſtion more than ever I 
have yet done, Know ye not that the unrigh- 


teous ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God ? Be 


not deceived, neither fornicators — ©* nor 
thieves, nor covetous, c. ſhall inherit the king- 
dom of God.” Shall I not endeavour to know 
theſe truths for my good ? If you come to con- 
ſider theſe things, there will be hope in that caſe 
that you may eſcape out of the ſnare of the Devil, 
and that God may grant you repentance unto 
life. Such were ſome of you, ſaid St. Paul, 
1 Cor, vi. 11. And ſuch were ſome of you, but 
you are waſhed, but ye are ſanctified, but ye are 
juſtified in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by 
the Spirit of our God.” Say then, Why ſhould 
I deſpair ? let me rather give glory to God, and 
make confeſſion; as when Achan had ſtolen Alen 
and gold, and a good] Babyloniſh garment, and 


* eraftily hid them up, * laid unt him, My 


ſong, | 


| to have integrity, and truth, righteouſ- 
neſs and charity, and the ſanctifying fear of God 
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ſon, give, I pray thee, glory to the Lord God 
of Iſrael, and make confeſſion unto him,“ &c. 
Jaſbua vii. 19. O that you may fo far as you are 
guilty as he was, anſwer as he did, ver. 20. and 
Achan anſwered Joſhua, and ſaid, ©* indeed I have 
finned againſt the Lord God of Iſrael, and thus, and 
thus have I done,” As God's Providence has put 
into your hand this friendly Monitor, which means 
not to upbraid, reproach, and drive you to deſpair, 
but with moſt tender concern to aſſiſt you in the 
work of repentance, and lead you to look to Chriſt, 
who on his croſs had ſuch compaſſion on a peni- 
tent thief, and took his periſhing foul into the 
arms of his mercy, though he left his body to 
hang till death in that ignominy which the humble 
penitent owned he deſerved. To this fame al- 


mighty, gracious Saviour, would I now invite 


you to loox; He is able to fave. to the uttermoſt 
all that come unto God by him, ſeeing he ever 
liveth to make interceſſion for them,” Heb. vii. 
24, 25. Q, therefore, if you have the leaſt ſpark 
of compaſſion for your precious immortal ſoul, 
look to him, and pray in his name, before you 
proceed farther in reading this treatiſe; 0 
© moſt juſt and righteous Lord God omnipo- 
tent, Who abhorreſt all deceit, injuſtice, vio- 
lence and robbery, and haſt commanded that 
no man go beyond and defraud his brother in 
any matter, but render to every one his due, 
and practiſe charity and beneficence, and all 
good works. I have reaſon to tremble before: 
thee, under whoſe all-ſeeing eye I have fo of- 
* ten dared to trample thy laws under my feet. 
* Out of my heart have proceeded evil thoughts, 
< thefts, and wickedneſſes, which have defiled me, 
* and deſerved that I ſhould haye been cut off 
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and fent to everlaſting miſery. O, Lord, who 
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not look on iniquity ; I beſeech thee abhor me 
not] May my heart be broken with godly ſor- 
row for my fins, while I am reading what thy 
Providence has put into my hand, and I be 
brought to Chriſt for healing, for pardon and 

for ſalvation | | 
If, with your whole ſou], you offer to God ſuch 
requeſts, you will be prepared to attend to the 
following repreſentation of the horrid nature of 
fraud, and all kinds of injuſtice, and their ag- 
gravations, and dreadful conſequences for time 
and eternity; and you will be better diſpoſed to 
Hearken to the directions and counſels, the ex- 
 hortations and warnings which will be offered. 
May the like adorable grace of God, which met 
with, and converted Oneſimus, when he had, as 
is judged, robbed, as well as fled away from his 
maſter, Philemon, mcet with and convert you alſo, 
He was changed from a falſe, unrighteous, inju- 
rious ſervant, or ſlave, to a profitable Chriſtian, 
profitable to St. Paul himſelf. — O that ſome, 
while reading this ſmall piece, may experience 
ſuch light and divine power from above, as ſhall 
transform them into new creatures, averſe to all 
_ Infincerity of heart, all re, what is ano- 
ther's, all kinds of unrighteouſneſs, and moſt 
ſtrongly inclined to integrity and honeſty within; 
and not only to perform common juſtice, but 
abound in doing all good and generous actions: 
if they have ſtole, or any way defrauded, that 
they ſteal no more, but rather working with their 
hands the thing that is good, may have to give to 
him that needeth, Eph. iv. 28. If they have de- 
viſed evil in their hearts againſt the rich, or the 
Im poor 
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art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canſt 
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poor (any way oppreſſing the needy, and turn- 
"I -_ — in the gate from his right); if 
they have uſed the ſcanty meaſure, the wicked ba- 
lances, or the bag of deceitful weights; may they 
be brought to follow the divine command, Ames 
v. 14, 15. Seek good and not evil, that you 


may live. —— Hate the evil and love the good, 


and eſtabliſh judgment in the gate: it may be that 
the Lord God of hoſts will be gracious unto the 
remnant of Joſeph.” , | 


SECTION II. 


A Diſcovery of the malignant Nature of this 


C ONSTDER, there is much complicated 
wickedneſs, or ſeveral kinds of fin which: 
lie at che root of all premeditated acts of injuſtice 
and violence. | | 


I. There is practical Atheiſm in it, either a 
denial of God's all- ſeeing eye, or of his love of- 
juſtice; or his truth to his threatenings; or his. 
government in the world; ſo that there is no fear 
of God in the heart of him that defraudeth his 
neighbour, or that accuſtometh his lips to deceit: 
and lies; Pf. xxxvi. 1 — 5. The tranſgreſ- 
ſion of the wicked ſaith within my heart, that 


there is no fear of God before his eyes, Sc. 


II. There is falſeneſs, deceit, and treachery 
predominant. As a liar has a falfe heart govern- 
ing his words, ſo a fraudulent dealer has a falſe: 
heart governing his deeds, and his dealings; they 
£ =o | will 


6 
vill deceive every man his neighbour = — they 
have taught their tongue to ſpeak lies, and weary 
_ themſelves to commit iniquity,” Jer. ix. 1—7. 

III. There is no love of juſtice, or righteouſ- 
neſs, but of gain, though obtained in the moſt 
unrighteous manner: and from this principle men 
may practiſe the moſt injurious, and impious 
things, even pollute the worſhip of God among 
bis people for handfuls of bel, and 1 Pieces 4 
bread, Ezek. xiii. 19. 

IV. There is the want of Weg will to one's 
neighbour, and a practical bade in ſeeking and 
endeavouring what is to his hurt, and loſs. Love 
worketh no ill, but all the good in its power; 
- but this - vice, like a ſharp ddl worketh de- 


ceitfully,” Pf. Iii. 1, Sc. 


V. Wicked coveting is at the root of this ſin. 
There is in it the atrocious violation of the tenth 
commandment, Thou fhalt not covet, &c, When 
St. Peter is deſcribing the character of the worſt 
of men, this enters into the account ; an heart they 
have exerciſed with covetous practices, curſed 
children, &c. 2 Pet. ii. 14. 

VI. Oftentimes the baſe fin of floth is the 


fountain of theſe bitter waters. Rather than 


pull the hand out of the boſom to be induftriouſly 
employed, the moſt wicked devices are deviſed, 
and moſt cruelly executed; they lurk privily, 
and lay wait for blood. 

VII. In many inftances the love of prodigality, 
"exceſs, pride, gaming, and bad company are the 
ſources of diſhoneſt, and violent actions; whorg- 
dam and wine, and neu wine take away the heart, 
_ Hol. iv. 11. 

VIII. Violation of conſcience, and diſcegard, 
not 1 of a future ſtate of rewards and 
8 puniſhments. 


— 


1 
-puniſhments. Theſe, alas, all theſe are frequently ts 
de found at the root of a falſe heart, and no wonder 
if injuſtice of the moſt flagrant kind appears in an 
hour of temptation. Having previouſly obſerved 
theſe things, which ought to raiſe an abhorrence, 
and dread of this vice, let me more cloſely at- 
tend to the particular ſin of theft or ſtealing, as 
it ſtands prohibited in expreſs words in the eighth 
commandment, Thou ſhalt not ſteal, Exod. xx. 15. 
It is an obſervation of great uſe, that the precepts 
of God which are in a negative form, as moſt of 
the ten commandments are, ſuppoſe and imply 
what is affirmative, and poſitive, e. g. in the firſt 
commandment, Thou ſbalt have no other Ged be- 
Hire me, there is implied this poſitive precept, 
' Theu ſhalt have me for thy God. So when it is 
- commanded, Thou ſhalt not ſteal; here is not only 
a prohibition or forbidding of all unrighteouſneſs, 
but the poſitive duties of diligence, contentment, 
promoting the good of our neighbour, c. are 
required; ſo that every act of unrighteouſnefs is 
a double violation of the divine precept, as there 
is doing what is expreſsly forbidden, and the 
omiſſion of what is required. The eighth com- 
mandment moſt expreſsly forbiddeth all invaſion 
of our neighbour's goods, rights, or whatever 
may tend to his wealth, or outward good eſtate 
or good name; and it requires the promoting and 
furthering, by all lawful and wiſe means, the gogd 
eſtate, and proſperity of his perſon, name, and 
poſſeſſions. | | | 


1. This command prohibiteth * all invaſion, or 
uſurpation, by any means whatever (either by 
© 49 open 


® See the learned and judicious Dr. Barrow's Expoſition of the 
% Diectalegue, vol, * P · 630, 651. | « 
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open violence and extortion, or by clandeſtine 


ledge and will, getteth into his power, or, „ 
gotten, detaineth therein what doth in equity 
right belong to his neighbour, and which he can 


this law, as we ſee it interpreted in Leviticus, 


halt not defraud thy neighbour, neither rob him: 
: defrauding, by cunning practice, is no leſs for- 
4 bidden, than robbing by violent force. Any-wiſe to 
Y _ deprive another of his due, to purloin, or by ſub- 
41 tle and fly conveyance to ſeparate any part of our 
- neighbour's ſubſtance from him (Titus ii. 9, 10. 
Exhort ſervants. to be obedient, c. not purloin- 
ing, but ſhewing all good fidelity, c.) or to de- 
ceive in marketing, are acts of ſtealing; and it 
is no leſs ſo to exact, er to extort any thing more 
than one's due; or to go beyond, or over-reach 
our neighbour in dealing, 1 Theſſ. iv. 6. That 
no man go beyond, and defraud his brother in 
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falſe ſpeeches, or fallacious pretences, equivoca- 
- tions, or any double or ſiniſter appearances, are 
acts of injuſtice comprehended under the expreſ- 
ſion of St. Paul to go beyond, defraud, or over- 
reach his brother: they are ſo many violations of 
the royal law, which our Lord calls the fecond 
commandment, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as 

thyſelf, Matt. xxii. 37 | 

foul dealing in bargains and contracts; foreſtal- 
ling markets; uſing falſe weights and meaſures; 
with- holding the pledge; detaining the labourer's 
wages from him; exerciſing exceſſive uſury; re- 


moving bounds of poſſeſſion; oppreſſion by un- 
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fraud) of our neighbour's proper goods and rights: E | 
he that in any way, againſt his neighbour's know- 


reſtore him, tranſgreſſeth againſt the intent of 


Chap. xix. 13. where it is thus expreſſed, Thau 


any matter, Sc. to delude and cozen him by 


41. James ii. 8. All 


due, 


n . © "WNT 
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due, or rigorous exaction; corrupting juſtice for 
a reward, or favour, through bribes or intereſt; 
raiſing gain by unlawful and ſhameful arts, or 
practices ; conſenting or ſharing with, adviſing, 
or inſtigating to theſe and the like acts (which 
may explain that paſſage, Pſ. I. 18. Ven thou 
fſaweft a thief then thou conſentedeſt with him.) All - 
theſe, and more, which might be added, are un- 
righteous proceedings, and included under, or 

reducible to this prohibition, Thou ſhalt not fleal— 

Thou ſhalt not defraud thy neighbour, neither 

rob him Thou ſhalt do no unrighteouſneſs —- 


Levit. xix. 15. Deut. xxv. 13—17. : 

2. The poſitive duties implied and underſtood, 
though not expreſſed in the ezghth commandment, 

are ſuch as follow: truth, faithfulneſs, and juſtice'; = 

to render to all their dues; to be juſt and true in 

all dealings; to promote the wealth and good 
eſtate of our neighbour, whom we are charitably 
to relieve when he is in want, and we have abi - 
lity to do it. Other duties are ſpecified by good 
writers on this ſubject *; ſuch as diligence, and 

Induſtry (and we may add, prudence and caution) 
in our buſineſs and callings, whereby with God's 
bleſſing we may not only eſcape the temptations 
ariſing from extreme poverty (which Agur was 
aware of when he made it his earneſt prayer to 
be kept from poverty, Prov. xxx. 8, 9. Left Ib. 
poor. and ſteal) but have a ſufficiency ; have lack of 

nothing, 1 Theff. iv. 12. but eat our own bread, 
2 Theſſ. iii. 12. and working the thing that is _ 
good, may have to give to him that needeth. 
Another duty is contentment in that ſtate of life 
in which it has pleaſed God to place us}, though 

- See Barre, as before; and Ridgley's Body of Divinity, vob 
P- 313, Je. * 
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4 low and mean. —— Laſtly, Truſting in God, 
firmly believing in, and relying upon his good 
providence, anxious for nothing, but in ever 


thing by prayer and ſupplication, with thankſ- 


Prine⸗; making our requeſts known unto God, 

Philip. iv. 6, 7. Caſting our burthen, and all 
our care upon him who careth for his people, 
1 Pet. v. 7. Pf. lv. 22. Thus we fee that the pre- 
cept, Thou fhalt not fteal; beſides, all that it 
forbids requires whatſoever things are true, what · 
ſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever things are 

juſt, whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever things 
are lovely, whatſoever things are of : £000 report, 
Philip. iv. 8. 


How exceedingly ſhocking to a ſerious mind 


therefore muſt the fins of theft and 'robbery appear 


after what has been now obſerved-on this precept? 


Can the guilty avoid ſhame, and ſelf-condemna- 
tion, and fear of the righteous vengeance of the 
all- knowing, all- holy, and omnipotent Ged ? And 
how ſhould real Chriſtians be alarmed when they 
perceive in their hearts a baſe bias to ſelfiſhneſs, 
anda fraudulent fpirit and behaviour, ſtealing _ 
them ? Unrighteous dealing, or defrauding, or 

robbing our neighbour of any part of his right, 
is a moſt. notorious crime againſt God's moſt ex- 
preſs command ; and againſt all juſtice and cha- 
rity which we owe to our fellow-creatures. Such 
ſinners are deſcribed, Job, chap. xxiv. 13. They 


.are of thoſe who relied ggainſt the light,” the light 


.offreaſon, and clear revelation. 


It will be eaſy to repreſent the heinous aggra- 


vations of this ſin, and eſpecially in a land where 
the Bible is known, which . aeg us to be full 
of mercy and good fruits; and not only forbids 


All injuſtice, but Giſcoyers God's abhorrence of it, 


his 


or Mmmm nMbytaSv oy = 


FF WY 
his determination to puniſh it awfully ; and ex- 
preſsly in the New Teſtament declares, that ſuck 
perfons ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God ; 
and this includes under it, that they. (living and 
dying ſuch) ſhall inherit the miſeries of the dam- 
ned. O, that this may not be the fad cafe with 
any one who reads theſe things! May ſuch tranſ- 
greſſors ſmite on their breaſt, and pray with the 
greateſt earneftneſs. — © Lord, for repentance 
unto life, not to be repented of! O, for-a 
new nature, by the Spirit of Chriſt, ſtrongly 
inclined to truth, integrity, and univerſal. righte- 
ouſneſs, and heartily abominating all diſhoneſty, 
and inſincerity, and taking delight in upright- 
neſs! ——— Remember this is one of God's titles, 
O, Lord God of truth, Pſ. xxxi. 5. Hs trieth the 
heart, and hath pleaſure in uprightneſs, x Chrons- 
„ 5 : 2 

But the falſe heart, and lying tongue, 
Ard hand that doth his neighbour wrong, 
Are all deteſtable to God; 
His eye pervades your ſecret thoughts ; 
He weighs the guilt of all your faults ; 
O, turn, nor dare his dreadful rod! 


SECTION. n.. 
The notorious Aggravations of Deceit, and 
Injuſtice, in a Land of Goſpel- Light. 


HA ING treated of the nature of this odious 

and deſtructive fin, we ſhall next conſider 
ſome of the notorious aggravations of it, if it 
may be to deter thoſe who are ready to conſent 
in heart, and to excite repentance in thoſe who 
are guilty both ih heart, and hand. O, believe 
FAA | | it; 
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1 
it, fraud, - injuſtice, thefts, and robberies, are 
crimes loaded with moſt heavy aggravations ; and 
this eſpecially, as committed where the Bible, the 
word of God, is known. 

To be more fully convinced of this, let it be 
conſidered, ©* That ſome ſins in themſelves, and 
by reaſon of their ſeveral aggravations, are more 
heinous in the ſight of God than others.” 
Sins receive their aggravations, either, 1. From 
the perſons offending ; if they be of riper years, 
more experience, &c, or, 2. From the parties 
offended, againſt God, or our neighbour ; or, 
3 From the nature and quality of the offence, 

c. or, 4. From the circumſtances of time, &c. 
We ſhall ſingle out the aggravations of theft, and 
injuſtice, from the conſideration of the quality of 
the offence. ' | 5 


I. As it is not only conceived in the heart, but 
brought into execution. Now, to deviſe wicked 
imaginations in the heart, is one of the //x things 
which the Lord hates, and of the ſeven, which 
are an abomination to him, Prov. vi. 16 — 20. 
What then muſt it be to act them? 5 
II. As it is a crime againſt the cleareſt light of 
nature, and conviction of conſcience, and con- 
ſent of all nations, even thoſe nations which are 
counted the moſt benighted, as the Hottentots. 
III. As it is againſt the moſt expreſs command, 
and awful threatenings of God in his word; ſo 
that there can be no manner of doubt whether 
it be right or wrong; on which account the 
tranſgreſion has in it great boldneſs and preſump- 
tion; which is a very high aggravation of the 


crime: being a known and wilfu] fin, in defiance 


of the curſe of God in this world, and the world 


to come. 


IV. As 


9 


6 
IV. As it contains in it a violation of many . 
commands at once. 'This has been already ſhewn 
under the former ſection in no Jeſs than eight par- 
ticulars, and more might be added. | 
V. As committed againſt the juſt and righteous 
laws of the land, in defiance of civil government, 
and the terrifying puniſhments with which thoſe _ 
laws are ſanctioned. The natural tendency of in- 
juſtice, theft, &c. is to ſubvert all government, 
and, as one well expreſſes it, diſſolve the bands of 
ſociety, and turn the good order of the world into 
2 lawleſs ſtate, &c. 4 
VI. As not only the light of true reaſon is diſ- 
regarded, but the convictions, checks, laſhes, and 
remorſe of conſcience are all flighted, and the 
Judge and Reprover, which God has placed in every 
man's breaſt, is contemned, or violently ſilenced. 
This is the greateſt injuſtice to one's ſelf, and 
makes quick and bold advances to judicial blind- 
neſs, hardneſs of heart, a reprobate mind, a ſeared 
conſcience, and a total apoſtacy from all religion 
and reaſon. O what aggravations are theſe! and 
yet theſe are, and many more which might be of- 
fered ; as vhat often it is impoſſible for the perſon 
to repair the injuries done, or make reſtitution for 
them ; thus, efpecially when, together with rob- 
bery, the life of the injured perſon is alſo taken 
away: and there is all the guilt which ariſes from 
having deliberated and deviſed the evil, having 
employed fore- thought, and contrivance, and very 
frequently having enticed others, and drawn young, 
or unwary perſons into like guilt with them, to the 
ruin of their name, their bodies, and ſouls for ever; 
as well as multiplying tranſgreſſors among men, 
and theſe of the moſt deſtructive ſort. Add to all 
this, The extream * which the thief runs 
Roe himſelf 


11 
himſelf into of being a murderer (through violent 
ſallies of fear of a diſcovery), and the danger of 


bringing ſorrowful parents, and relations, who 


have their hearts pierced and broken, by reflecting 
on his wickedneſs with inconſolable grief, to the 
grave; or, if this be not the caſe, yet involving 
them in ſhame and reproaeh which cannot be 
wiped away, ſo long as they live in fo cenſorious 
a world as this. What pungent ſorrow David felt 
on the death of his ſon in his wickedneſs! 2 Sam. 
xviii. 33. And the king was much moved, 
and went up to the chamber over the gate and 
wept :; and as he went thus he faid, O my fon Ab- 
falom, my ſon Abſalom : would God I had died for 
thee, O Abſalom, my ſon, my fon.” Might we not 
Hope, if the perſons we are ſpeaking to, would 
conſider and weigh theſe things as they deſerve, 
they would diſcern more of the turpitude and en- 
ormous nature of their crimes than ever they have 

t done? Can it be that they have ever in their 
lives ſat down, and pondered over theſe aggra- 
vations of their guilt? No, moſt likely. they have 
ruſhed on inconſiderately from evil to evil, and 
gone as Solomon repreſents the caſe of the young 
man, one of the ſimple ones, deluded by an im- 
pudent adultreſs, Prov. vii. 6——24. ©* Fe goeth 
after her |ſtraightway as an ox to the ſlaughter, 
or as a fool to the correction of the flocks; fol- 
<< lowed her as a great calf, as we ſpeak in our 
“ language, ſays Biſhop Patrick on theſe words, 
or ſtupid ox; that fancies he is led to the pa- 
<6 ſture, when he 1s going to be killed; or like 
<6 a fool, who takes it for an ornament, when 
<6 the ſtocks are brought for Eis correction to be 


e clapt upon his legs.” Tri! a dart firike through 
tus liver, as à bird haſteth to the ſnare, and knoweth 


not 
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not that it is for his life.” Thus inconſiderately 
have many young perſons been deluded, and drawn 
by wicked companions, firſt to Sabbath - breaking, 
then to whoredom, to wine, and ſtrong drink, 
to gaming, and ſecret frauds, and then to thefts, | 

and houſe breaking, and the moſt inhuman mur- 
ders. Poor miſerable young perſons, who. per- 
haps never read, or never ſegarded Solomon's ad- 
vice provided for them, Prov. 1. 10-20. My 


ſon, if ſinners entice thee, conſent thou not. 
they 


= 


ſay, come with us, and let us lay wait for 
blood, let us lurk privily for the innocent with 
out cauſe : let us ſwallow them up alive as the 
grave, and whole as thoſe that go down into the 
pit: we ſhall find all precious ſübſtance, we ſhalk 
fill our houſes with ſpoil : caſt in thy lot among 
us, let us all have one purſe : my ſon, walk not 
thou in the way with them; refrain thy foot from 
their path. For their feet run to evil, and maze 
hate to thed blood, Surely in vain the net is 
ſpread in the fight of any bird :” As if he had ſaid, 
Flee from their ſociety therefore, now that I have 


given thee this warning; and be not ſo fooliſh 


and incautious as the filly birds, who, through 
eagerneſs for the bait ruſn into the ſnare, though 
they ſaw the fowler lay the net before their eyes 


C 2 


uſly applied by divers interpreters, 


be not more fooliſh than a filly bird, which yet 
has caution enough to avoid the ſnare if it ſees it 
laid“: and they lay wait for their own blood, 
they lurk privily for their own lives, (they take the 
ſure way to be cut off by divine vengeance, or by 

the ſword of the civil magiſtrate) : ſo are the ways 
of every one who is greedy of gain : which taketh 
away the life of the owner thereof. 


The 


* Sec Biſhop Patrick, and Poole; the ſimilitude of the bird ſets 


rth the folly of thoſe who are enticed by finners, but is very 
_ ario 
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The above quotations from the book of Pro- 
verbs might have been reſerved till we came to 
treat of the deſtructive conſequences of fraud and 
injuſtice, under the next ſection; or they might 
- have been produced under the head of warnings and 
directions, but I have now quoted them as they 
ſerve to expoſe the extream folly, and aggravated 
wickedneſs of thoſe who live in ſuch vices ; and 
that ſuch perſons may be impreſſed more deeply, 
I ſhall lay together ſeveral paſſages from the holy 
Scriptures under two heads, 1. Texts which ex- 
preſsly forbid all injuſtice and cozening. 2. Tex's 
which denounce moſt awful threatnings againſt 
all Ceceitful workers, and ſons of fraud, violence, 
and robbery ; though ſeveral of theſe texts have 
been quoted already. £ 


1. Texts which expreſsly forbid all injuſtice 
Ad cozening : © Thou ſhalt not ſteal,” Exod. xx, 
15. Ye Hall not ſteal, neither deal falicly, 
neither lye one to another. Thou ſhalt not de- 
fraud thy neighbour, neither rob him,” Levit. 
xix. IT, 13. Thus faith the Loxp, execute 
ye judgment and righteouſneſs, and deliver the 
ſpoiled out of the hand of the oppreſſor: and do 
no wrong, do no violence,” Jerem. xxil. 3. 
3. Our Lord in his divine diſcourſe, Mark vii. 
20——24, ſhews what things they are which de- 
file a man, and make him abominable in the fight 
of God ; and among theſe he ranks thefts and co- 
vetouſneſs in company with murders, fornications, 
adulteries, blaſphemy, and many other abomina- 
tions, (deceit, laſciviouſneſs, an evil eye, pride, 
Ec.) he declares all theſe evil things come from 
within (out of the heart) and defile the man.” 


Add to all this the apoſtle Paul's directions, 
ah Epheſ. 


CT 
Epheſ. iv. 28. Let him that ſtole fteal no more, 
but rather let him labour, working with his hands 
the thing which is good (inftead of employing 
them in the wicked and vile work of Realine) ; 
that he may have to give to him that needeth, 
1 Theſſ. iv. 6. That no man go beyond and 
_ defraud his brother in any matter, becauſe that 
the Lord is the avenger of all ſuch: as we alſo 
have forewarned you and teſtified,” Titus ii. 9, 10. 
* Exhert ſervants that they be obedient to their 
own maſters, and pleaſe them well in all things, 
not anſwering again, not purloining (or pilfer- 
ing the ſmalleſt matters), but ſhewing all good 
fidelity, that they may adorn the doctrine of God 
our Saviour in all things. For the grace of God 
that brinzeth ſalvation (the goſpel of Chrift) hath 
appeared unto all men; teaching us, that deny- 
ing all ungodlineſs, and worldly luſt, we ſhould 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent 
world, looking for that bleſſed hope,” &c. Here 
we might introduce the commands of God, poſitively 
enjoining uprightneſs, truth, juſtice, and charity, 
but we only produce that ſummary of our duty, 
Micah vi. 8. He hath ſhewed thee, O man, 
„ what is good, and what doth the Lord require of 
thee, but to do juſtly, and to love mercy, and to- 
walk humbly with thy God.” We ſhall lay to- 
gether in the next place, | | 
2. Texts from the word of God, which de- 
nounce moſt terrible threatnings againſt all deceit- 0 
ful workers, and ſons of fraud, violence, and 
robbery. It is what unſpeakably enhances the 
guilt of an offender, when he not only tranſgreſſes 
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the moſt obvious, and known laws of God and 
» man, but does it when the laws are moſt expreſs] 
; ſet before his eyes, as has been before obſervell 
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„ 
fo that he cafinot but ſee he acts with impudent 
dehance of them. Now let it be conſidered, that 
God declares in his word, all unrighteous and frau- 
dulent perſons are abomination to him, Deut. xxv. 
I3 17. For all who do ſuch things (uſing 
falſe meaſures, and falſe weights) and all who 
do unrighteouſſy, are abomination to the Lord. Theſe 
14 ſins, we learn, bring down the curſe of God upon 
= ations where they abound; and he appeals to the 
= - conſciences of men for the equity of his proceed- 
| ings, when he thus puniſheth their wickedneſſes, 
1 Jerem. v. 29. Shall I not viſit for theſe things? 
4 faith the Lord: ſhall not my ſoul be avenged on 
| ſuch a nation as this? Theſe things are the courſes of 
deceit and injuſtice which they took, verſe 26, &c. 
For among my people are found wicked men: 
= they lay wait as he that ſetteth ſnares, they fet a 
3 trap, they catch men. As a cage 1s full of birds, 
= ſo are their houſes full of deceit,” &c. On ſuch 
1 account vengeance is to be expected from that 
holy God, who requires men © to renounce the 
hidden things of diſhoneſty, and not walk in craf- 
tineſs.” When he has a controverſy againſt a 
land, it is, becauſe, among other crimes, lying, 
fraud, thefts, and violence abound, Hoſea iv. 1 
——4. Hear the word of the Lord, ye children 
of Iſrael: for the Lord hath a controverſy with 
the inhabitants of the land, becauſe there is no 
truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the 
land. By ſwearing, and lying, and killing, and 
ſtealing (theſe crimes are connected with each 
other) therefore ſhall the land mourn, and ever 
one that dwelleth therein ſhall languiſh, with the 
- beaſts of the field,” &c. How expreſs the threat- 
ning, Zech. v. 3, 4. Then ſaid he unto them, 
This is the curſe that goeth over the face of the 
| | whole 


”=—_ by & 4 
r hy 
- N * * 

. tt i 


I” N I 2 4 
22 3 4 . « 
2 TW * 832 * 
. 


2 


EE 

whole earth : for every one that ſtealeth, ſhall be 
cut off, c. I will bring it forth, faith the Lord 
of hoſts, and it ſhall enter into the houſe of the 
thief, and into the houſe of him that ſweareth 
falſely by my name, &c. Nahum iii. LJ. Wo 
to the bloody city, it is full of lies and 2 
the prey departeth not.” Iſaiah v. 20. Wo 
unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that 
put darkneſs for light, and light for darkneſs; 
that put bitter for ſweet, and ſweet for bitter, 
verſe 24. Therefore as the fire devoureth the 
ſtubble, and the flame conſumeth the chaff, fo 
their roet ſhall be as rottenneſs, c. Are 
not ſuch offenders threatened awfully in Pfalm 
J. 16, Sc. But unto the wicked God ſaith, What 
haſt tl:ou to do to declare my ſtatutes, or that thou 
ſhouldeſt take my covenant in thy mouth? Seein 

thou hateſt inſtruction and caſteſt my words behind 
thee. When thou ſaweſt a fhieß, then thou con- 
ſentedſt with him,” Sc. Theſe things thou haſt 
done and kept filence : thou thoughteft that I was 
altogether ſuch an one as thyſelf : but I will re- 
prove thee and ſet them in order before thine eyes. 
Now therefore confider this, ye that forget God, 
leſt I tear you in pieces, and there be none to 
deliver.” Is it not ſaid, Pf. lv. 23. Bloody and 
deceitful men ſhall not live out half their days?“ 
Has not the Son of God, the Lord of glory, Chriſt 
the Judge, declared (Matth. vii. 23, Luke 
xiii. 27.) that he will reject, at the day of judg- 
ment, all workers of iniguity, however they may 
call him Lord, Lord, with ſeeming regard; Then 
will I profeſs unto them, I never knew you : depart 
from me ye that work intquity.” © There hall 
be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth,” &c. Thoſe 
who know the goſpel cannot be ignorant of 


theſe things, ſo that the apoſtle Paul, might well 
Pug 


( 20 ) 
put the queſtion to profefling Chriſtians, 1 Cor. 
vi. 9, 10. Know ye not that the unrighteous ſhall 
not-inherit the kingdom of God ? Be not de- 
ceived, neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abuſers of them- 
ſelves with mankind, nor thieves (ſee in what com- 
pany thieves are ranked ; and ſhall it not fill all 
fraudulent dealers with fear ?) nor covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, ſhall in- 
herit the kingdom of God.” Now if the unrigh- 
teous are not to be admitted into heaven, they 
muſt be caſt down into hell; and do any know 
this, and yet boldly ge on in unjuft ways ? then 
ſurely we may ſay they are loſt to all fear and 
ſhame, Zeph. iii. 5. The juſt Lord is in the 
miaſt, &c. (he is every where preſent) but the un- 
ju knoweth no ſhame.” Deceit has hardened them, 
as ſome Jews of old againſt whom God brought 
this charge, Through deceit they refuſe to know 
me, faith the Lord,” Jer. ix. 6. What they were 
to expect from God is added verſe 15, Behold, 
I will feed them, even this people, with worm 
wood, and give them water of gall to drink.” 


A ſerious conſideration of theſe things muſt be 
followed with convi tion, that injuſtice in all its 
kinds is abominable to God; ſtrictly forbidden by 
him, and dreadfully threatened, therefore to per- 
ſevere impenitently in any deceitful and fraudulent 
courſe is fin extremely provoking, and tending to 
bring down national judgments, and the curſe of 
Almighty God upon the tranſgreſſor, both in 
body and ſoul, for time, and to all eternity, in 
that place where the unjuſt ſhall be unjuſt ſtill, 
and the filthy ſhall be filthy ſtill ;”* that is for ever: 
| where the worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched. — But this leads naturally to what is 
"+ | to 
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to be conſidered under the next ſention, The de- 
ftruftive conſequences of trampiing under foot inte- 
grity, truth, juſtice, and mercy, and exalting the 
contrary, by every unhallowed art; When 
they can ſmile, and murder when they ſmile, — 

And frame their face to all occaſions.” 
But before I paſs on let me in the name of the 
holy and righteous Lord, wheſe name I ſuppoſe 
you bear (are you not called a Chriſtian?) let me 
beſeech you in his name to reflect upon what you 
have juſt now read; go over again what has been 
written of the heinous aggravations of this de- 
teſtable, filthy ſin, deceit and fraud in all its cur- 
fed fruits, O that while you are reviewing and 
weighing theſe things, Chri/”s compaſſion and 
grace may ftoop and viſit your ſoul with divine 
energy, and make your heart clean from all theſe 
abominations ! that from henceforth you may have 
this for your rejoicing, © The teſtimony of your 
conſcience, that in implicity, and godly fincerity, 
not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of God, 
you have your converſation in the world, 2 Cor. 


6:13 | | 
SECTION 


The miſerable Conſequences of Fraud, amd In- 
juſtice ſet to view. 
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x WE are now entering upon the conſideration of 
the miſerable conſequences of a deceitful 
heart, exerting itſelf in guileful words, and un- 
righteous practices. What has the perſon to ex- 
pet which is not dreadful to think of? Does not 
God ſet his face againſt the ſons of rapine and 
lies? and does not the man's own conſcience 
ſmite him, and fill him with anguiſh and horror ? 
Who more — than a deceitful perſon when 


his 


1 
his iniquity is diſcovered? He is condemned by 
all; no perſon can apologize for him; he cauſes 


his name to ſtink in men's noſtrils; and well may 


it be that the zhzzf, in particular, ſhould be aſha- 
med, and afraid alſo to be {een among men. How 
obſervable are the words, Job xxiv. 17. For 
the morning is to them even as the ſhadow of 
death,” (that which is ſo cheering to the honeſt 
and good man, who can look any perſon in the 
face without ſhame or fear, the diſhoneſt man 
does, or well may, dread to behold) If one know 
them, they are in the terrors of the ſhadow of 
death,” Jerem. ii. 26. ** As the thief is aſhamed 


when he is found.” So when Job is ſpeaking of 


his enemies, who mocked him in his adverſity, 
when he has ſaid of them, I would have diſ- 
dained to have ſet them with the dogs of my flock :”? 
he adds further, Job xxx. 5. They were driven 


forth from among men, they cried after them (hue 
and cry after them to take them) as after a thief,” 


See the chace and: reproach, the curſe and terror 
conſequent upon ſuch baſe principles and prac- 
tices. How different with thoſe, I. » 
© Whoſe bands are pure, whoſe heart is clean; 
Whoſe lips ſtill ſpeak the thing they mean.” 
Let the bleſſings which are loſt, and the evils which 
are gained, be conſidered, and then judge. 


I. There is the loſs of the peace and pleaſure 
of a good conſcience, and the gain of remorſe, and 


horror; or at leaſt perpetual inward diſquietude ; 


Ia. lvii. 20, 212. But the wicked are like the 
troubled ſea, when it cannot reſt, whoſe waters 


caſt up mire and dirt, There is no peace faith my 


God to the wicked, 
| | - . There 
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II. There is the leſs of whatever honour, com- 


fort and advantage ariſe from a good name, and 


the gain of ſhame and ignominy ; what can be 
more opprobrious than to belong to a den of thieves? 
Jerem. vii. 11. Matth. xxi. 13. 
III. There is the loſs of the eſteem and ſo- 
ciety of wiſe and good men, and the gain of their 
abhorrence ; and that if ſuch will have company, 
it muſt be with baſe men, as bad, or worſe than 
themſelves, Epheſ. v. 11, 12. Chriſtians are to 
have no fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of 
darkneſs, but rather reprove them ; for that it 1s 


a ſhame even to ſpeak of thoſe things which are 
done of them in ſecret. 1 


IV. There is the loſs of the favourable care and 


protection of God's Providence, and there is the 
deſert of diſappointment, blaſting and curſe upon all 
they undertake, Prov. xxviii. 18. Whoſo walk- 


eth uprightly ſhall be ſaved ; but he that is per- 


verſe (falſe and deceitful) in his ways, ſhall fall at 
once.” | | 

V. They forfeit the protection of government, 
and arm the laws againſt them, according to the 
nature of their frauds, and the demerit of their 
offences; ſhameful whipping at the cart's tail; 
branding; or to be ſold for ſlaves into America; 


or to be hanged up before the face of all the peo- 


ple upon a gallows. The penitent thief on the 
croſs owned he ſuffered the due reward of his deeds,” 
Luke xxiii. 41. Theſe are ſome of the frightful 
conſequences of not having the fear of God be- 
fore our eyes, but cheriſhing a deceitful heart : 
but theſe are but a ſmall part of the bitter fruits 
one half has not been ſaid, the moſt deceitful are 
yet to come, which ſhall be pointed out after we 

have obſerved two horrible evils, which often, 
though not always, follow theft and robbery ; 
| temptation 
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temptation to murder, and to perjury. O how man 
have embrued their hands in the blood of thoſe whom 
they robbed, without any previous deſign- ſo to 
do! but they ran themſelves upon the temptation, 


and fell thereby. And what innumerable perju- 
ries have been the fruits of vile injuſtice, to hide 


ſhame, and avoid puniſhments! What imprecations, 


curſes, and blaſphemie., have ariſen from the heart, 
and come out of the mouths of men void of honeſty ; 
from the inſidious, paſſionate gameſter, and through 
all the claſſes of deceitful workers, up to the cruel 
murderer, and the horrid parricide ? If there are 
ſuch diabolical perſons as will for reward be hired 
to ſwear falſely, who are their paymaſters, but 


the ſons of deceit and violence? How ſhocking are 


theſe things! What can be a more proper prayer 
for man than David's, Pſal. li. 10. << Create in me 
a clean heart, O God, and renew a right [an up- 
right] ſpirit within me,” Pſal. cxix. 80. ** Let 


1 be ſound in thy ſtatutes, that I be not 
a 


amed.” Where this is wanting the equivo- 
cator, prevaricator, the evaſive, ſelfiſh, covetous 
man and the gameſter may, under ſuitable temp- 
tations (for they are all void of the true fear of 
| God, and have not what He deſires, truth in the 
inner part) come to be a thief, a perjured perſon, 


or a murderer. So big with evil. conſequences is 


this baſe, curſed, impious fin of fraud ; it either 

denies or contemns the 2 of the Almighty. 
May all deceitful perſons be led ſeriouſly to con- 
Ger this, and ſtand in awe of the heart- — 


God, who deteſts ., and takes pleaſure 


in ſincerity. 
We ſha!l now return to point out the moſt mi- 
ſerable effects, and fruits of perſevering in the 


temper, and ways, of the _ deceiver and de- 
ſtroyer. 


1. Such | 


C Y 


1. Such complicated iniquity continues; ht 


likely to be followed with the Holy Spirit's depar- 
ture, and leaving the perſon a prey to his own 


luſts, and Satan's temptations. Obſtinacy in ſuch 


unjuſt courſes againſt the cleareſt light, muſt be 


exceeding grievous to the Holy Spirit of God; 


it was the overflowing of wicked devices in the 
heart, and violence in practice, which provoked 


God to declare, as we read, Gen. vi. 3. My 


ſpirit ſhall not always ftrive with man.“ 


2. An hard heart, a ſeared conſcience, and a re- 


probate mind, are likely to follow. Speaking 
lies in hypocriſy,” no wonder if it follows, Hay- 
ing their conſcience ſeared with an hot iron,” 
1 Tim. iv. 2. When God in anger departs from 


any one, and lets him alone, woe to that perſon ; he 


will harden ſwiftly, and wonderfully, thro' the de- 
ceit of his own heart, and the deceitfulneſs of fin. 
Pal; Ixxxi. 12. Sol gave them up to their own 
hearts luſt: and they walked in their own coun- 
en”: © | | 


goſpel, is likely to be another conſequence. Cove- 
touſneſs, deceit, and injuſtice, as it made Judas a 
thief, ſo it made him a traitor, the vileſt-that ever 
was heard of. When men put away a good con- 
ſcience, no wonder if concerning faith they make 
ſhipwreck, (1 Tim. i. 19, 20.) and deny the only 


Lord God, and our Lord Jeſus Chrift, when in 
works they deny him, making themſelves abomi- 


nable and diſobedient, to every good work repro- 
bate.” Tit, i. 15, 16. 


4. The loſs of the immortal ſoul is another cer- 


tain conſequence of perſevering in unrighteous 
ways. It has been ſhewn already, that the word of 


God declares, ©* The unrightequs ſhall not inherit 


the kingdom of God,” and that our Lord once 
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and again aſſerted, that he 0uld reject all workers 
of iniquity at the judgr:cnt day. O what will 
they then give in exchai:-© for thei: Souls? Matt. 
Xvi. 26, 27. What tho' the deceiver has gained 
in this life, what is h hope when God taketh 
away. his ſoul? Job. xxvii. 8. 5 

5. As the end, and fruit of all their deceitful 
courſes, they paſs out of this life into the ſecond 
death, the lake that burneth with fire and brim- 
ſtone, Rev. xxi. 8. O moſt awful concluſion ! 
Who can dwell with everlaſting burnings ? W hoſe 
heart can. endure, or whoſe hands be ſtrong, 
when God ſhall deal thus with them? But it is 
declared, The wicked ſhall be turned into hell?“ 
Pfal, ix. 17. and our Lord and judge, whoſe word 
ſhall ſtand when heaven and earth paſs away, he 
has declared he will ſay to the unmerciful, (then 


certainly to the injurious, the men of lyes, fraud, . 


robbery, and blood) ** Depart from me ye curſed, 
into everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and his 
angels.” —“ And theſe ſhall go away into ever- 
laſting puniſhment,” Matt. xxv. 41, 46. Theſe 
ſolemn words are at the cloſe of our Lord's la? 
ſermon, (as it is probable, certainly one of the 
- laſt) ſetting forth the eternal miſery of the wicked, 
and in contraſt to the eternal felicity of the righ- 
teous ; ©** Theſe [the wicked] ball go away into 
everlaſting puniſhment : but the righteous into life eter- 
nal; (or, everlaſiing, the original word is the 
ſame), the duration of puniſhment of the wicked 
is to be as laſting, that is without end, as the hap- 


pineſs of the righteous. How plain, how impor- 


tant. theſe things ? How calculated to awaken the 


wicked to repentance, without delay, and to en- 


courage and animate the righteous to hold on his 
way, whatever ſufterings he may at preſent meet 


us 


v4.h for ſo doing? And this would naturally lead 
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us to the conſideration of what directions and 


counſels, exhortations and warnings, are moſt pro- 


per for thoſe who are inſincere, unjaſt, and frau- 


dulent perſons. But before we enter on this, let 


all that has been offered under this ſection, be re- 
viewed by the reader ; let him alſo conſider what 
was quoted from Prov. i. 10—20, and to the end 
of the chapter; and Prov. vii. 6—24, under the 
III. Section, where it was obſerved, theſs paſſages 
ſet forth the deſtructive conſequences of fraud and 
injuſtice, (as moſt certainly they do,) in a very 
ſtriking light. When this is done, may ſuch find, 
thro' the power of divine grace, that their hearts 
are made willing to renounce all their evil prinei- 
ples, and devices, and ways of unrighteouſneſs, 


and to follow whatfoever dire tions and counſels 


ſhall be offered from the word of God, faying, 
What fruit have I had of thoſe things, whereof 
“IJ am now aſhamed, the end of which is death?“ 
Eternal, i. e. the ſecond death] Rom. vi. 20, 21, 
And may God grant, for the fake of his beloved 
Son, you may be made free from fin, (ſo that no 
fin ſhall any more have daminion over you) and be- 
come ſervants to God, . have your fruit unto holi- 
neſs, and the end everlaſting life, (Rom, vi. 22.) 
May you to this prayer add an hearty Amen 


SECTION V. 
Directions and C ounſets. 


” 3 


HA ING treated of the evil nature, and heis 

nous aggravations, and the deſtructive con- 
ſequences of frauds, ſtealing, and other fruits of a 
falſe, covetous, and unrighteous diſpoſition ; we 
now proceed to lay down directions and counſels, 
with exhortations and warnings, for the ſervice of 
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ſuch who have a deſire to be reſcued from ſo vile a 
diſpoſition, and to be made honeſt and good. As 
an introduction to this part of our work, let it be 
conſidered, when our divine Lord and maſter pub- 
liſhed the parable of the /awer, who went forth to 
ſow, he taught his hearers, that the word of the 
golpel would yield no good and laſting fruit but 
where the heart is like good ground; as for that 
which is like the wway-/ide, it underſtands not the 
word, and Satan cometh immediately, and taketh 
away what was ſown in the heart; like the on 
greund and rock, the word has no rooting, tho' 
through a ſuperficial regard there may be an im- 
media:e effect, and ſome ſpring, yet having no 
depth, it dureth but for a while, when the ſun 
riſes, when tribulation, or perſecution ariſeth be- 
cauſe of the word, the perſon is immediately of- 
fended, the word withereth, and the man falls 
away. In the heart, which is as the thorny ground, 
the word meets with ſuch cares of this world, de- 


_ ceitfulneſs of riches, pleaſures of this life, and 


luſts of other things, as overbear and choak it, 
however it might be ſpringing, ſo that it brings 
forth no fruit to perfection. This is the ſad ac- 
count of all unrenewed, unſanctiſied men. Then 
follows our Lord's deſcription of the heart which 


is as the good-ground, where the ſeed not only ſprings 


up, but has taken root, and greweth up unſufto- 
cated by thorns, and weed, and brings forth fruit 
to perfection, thirty, fixty, and an hundred fold, 
it is an honeſt and good heart, Luke vi i. 15. But 
that on the good ground, are they Which in an 


huoneſt and good heart having heard the word, 
| keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience (Mark 


iv. 20.) ſome thirty-fold, ſome ſixty, ſome an hun- 


dred. We learn hence, from the inſtructions of 


him who cannot err, that not the word of Lye 
4 "5 itſel 
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itſelf will produce 8505 fruit, (much leſs then ſuch 


629) 


a mean performance as this) unleſs the heart be 
purged from guilt and predominant vieiouſneſs. 
When the apoſtle James is calling thoſe he wrote 
unto to ſeceive with meekneſs the eng rafted word, 


he firſt calls on them “ to lay apart all filthineſs 


and ſuperfluity of naughtineſs, James i. 21. and 
St. Peter in like manner having ſpoken in high re- 
commendation of the word of God, adds, Where- 
fore laying aſide all malice, and all. guile, and hy- 
pocriſies, & . as new- born babes deſire the ſincere 
milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby, 


1 Peter ii. 1, 2. While the tree remains corrupt, 


the fruit will be corrupt; but let tne tree be made 
good, and the fruit will be good. The queſtion is 
propoſed by our Lord, Matt. vii. 16. Do men 
gather grapes of thorns, or kgs of thiſthes ?” and 
aſſerts, *©'T hat a good man, out of the good treaſure 
of his heart, bringeth forth that which is good, &c. 
T herefore, from among all directions which might 
de given, we ſingle out for the firſt, 

1. Seek to God to grant you a new heart, and 
a right ſpirit; made by his Spirit hone/t and good, 
prepared and inclined to receive Chriſt and all his 
doctrines, and precepts, with firm faith, and ar- 
dent love. This will make a perſon a new creature 
in Chriſt Jeſus; and thus 9/4 things, the former vi- 
cious diſpoſitions (and fraud, covetouſneſs, ſelfiſh- 
neſs, and a love of injuſtice among others) ſhall 
paſs away, and behold all things ſhall become new. 

For this you are to pray moſt importunately : 
it is the gift of God, by the operation of the Di- 
vine Spirit upon the mind, by enlightening it, the 
will by renewing it, the affectiohs by inclining 
them to godlineſs. Our Lord has given direction 
and encouragement together, Luke xi. 9—14. Aft, 
and it Pw be given you, &c. | 
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2. Set yourſelf, as under the eye of God, to 
call to mind your tranſgreſſions, and give glory to 
him in humble confeflion, and ſelf-abaſement, and 
ſeli-abhorrence. There are three memorable places 
in the 'prophecy of Ezekiel, where God promiſes 
mercy to great tranſgreflors, but it is declared the 

ſhould remember, and be aſhamed, and loathe them- 
ſelves in their own fight, for all the evil which 
they had committed, Ezek. xvi. 61, 63. xx. 43, 
44. xxxvi. 31, 32. Bring your ſecret devices and 
_ purpoſes, your clandeſtine deſigns and endeavours 
under conſideration, with defire to repent of them 
according to the deſcription of repentance, 2 Cor. 

vii. 10, II. 4 | nc | 

3 Look to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by faith, as 
the great propitiation, and atonement, and pre- 
vailing interceſſor for returning ſinners, (through 
whom the Holy Spirit is richly given to humble 
and ſincere ſeekers) in whom God is reconciling 
the world unto himſelf. Remember God has ſet 
forth his Son to be a propitiation through faith in 
his blood, that he may be juſt while he juſtifies 


believers, Rom. iii. 29. | | 
4. Make a ſolemn renunciation of fin, of all 
fin, without any reſerve, of any favourite ini- 
quity. An eſpecial eye is to be kept upon your 
own ſins, thoſe which moſt eafily beſet you, and 
have got the greateſt advantages againſt you, Heb. 
xii. 12, Let us lay aſide every weight, and the ſn 
which doth ſo eaſily beſet us. Locking unto jeſus, 
the author and finiſher of our faith.“ 

5. Deliberately enter into the chriſtian. cove- 
nant. Not only renounce: the- devil and all his 
works, the pomps and vanities of this wicked 
world, and all the finful luſts of the fleſh ; but 
covenant by divine grace and ſtrength, that you 
will adnere to all the articles of the chriſtian _— 
=q - | h an 
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„ 
and make it your great care to keep God's holy 
will and commandments, and walk in the ſame 
all the days of your life; Rom. xii. 1,2. 
6. Be every day praying, watching, and fri 


ing that you may reſiſt fin and ſerve the Lord. 
You are not to think that all is ſafe and ſecure 


when you have been brought to repentance, faith, 


and covenanting to be the Lord's, without daily 
prayer, and watchfulneſs, and beſt endeavours to 
obey and pleaſe God. This laſt direction will 
be farther opened, and applied for the particular 


uſe of thoſe to whom we are all along ſpeaking 


through. this treatiſe, by the following counſels : 


x. + requently and ſeriouſly conſider how the 


perſon is deſcribed who ſhall dwell with God, 
Pal. xv. and how opyolite to, and odious in the 
ſight of the all holy, juſt and true God, deceit, 
falſhood, and injuſtice, will make you. Can light 
and darkneſs be more contrary than the mg upright 


[this is one of God's titles) and a deceitful worker? 


Keep this in mind, leſt you return again to folly, 
2 Cor. vi: 144.15. 

2. Conſider how ſuch temper and practices will 
conform you to the likeneſs of Satan. Think of 
it with deſire to be affected with it; if I am a 
lyar, a ſubtle beguiler, &c. J am a child of the 
devil, wio when he ſpeaketh a lye, ſpeaketh of 


his own, (according to his temper) for he is « 
ly ar, &c. John viii. 44. 


. How neceſſarily it muſt raiſe in the breaſts. 


of wiſe and good men, deteſtation of your cha- 
racter. Even Heathens, of virtuous aud moral 
diſpoſition, would. be afhamed to tolerate it; 


* Who dares think one thing, and another tell, 
« My heart deteits him as the gates of hell.” 
Porz, HoM, 
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4. Conſider what an vnqueſtionadle right every 
man has to his own property. It is ſo apparent, 
that thieves and robbers when they divide their 
ſpoil, taken from the rightful owners, will count 
it intolerable if one aſſociate ſhould deprive ano- 
ther of his ſhare, by fraud, or force. 

5. It ſhould be the ſpecial care of- ſuch who 
have in time paſt been tempted to pilfer, &c. by 
their addictedneſs to oth, that they apply diligent- 
Iy to labour, or honeſt buſineſs, that they may 
avoid the tem Aer and that common ſnare of 
the devil. | 

6. Fly from cofauriic company, places and: re- 
creations, and all extravagant cgurſes. This 
counſel is very important, and neceſſary alſo; 
without regarding this, there is no hope of reco- 
very. This ſhould be done, and that ſpeedily, as 
a roe flies from the hunter; Prov. iv. 14, 15, . 
Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go 
not in the way of evil men. Avoid it, paſs not by 
it, turn from it, and paſs away.” 

7, Labour to gain and preſerve a faithful and 
tender conſcience. Exerciſe yourſelf in this, (O! 
the reward is glorious -and tranſporting even in 
this life) thus the great apoitle Paul exerciſed hm- 
felf, as he declares, As xxiv. 16. And herein 
do I exerciſe myſelf, to have always a conſcience | 
void of offence toward God, and toward men.” 
Thus you will be provided, and well armed againſt 
temptations to {in, were they as ſtrong as Joſep 
met with in the houſe of Potiphar, Gen. xxxix. 9, 
Helo then can I do this great wickedneſs, and J. fn 7 
again God. 

8. Guard againſt covetouſneſs, and the love of | 
this world, and learn contentment with the alot- 
ments of dlvine providence. The apoſtle. Paul 
declares, ©* that the love of money is the root of - 

: evil; 


4 6 Y» . 


evil; which wle ſome have coveted after they 


have erred from the faith, fallen into temptation 
and a ſnare, and into many fooliſh and hurtful 


luſts, which drown men in deſtruction and perdi- 


tion, x Pim. vi. 8, 9, 10. And St. Peter ſpeaking 
of ſuch whom he calls, curſeu children, ſays they 
have hearts exerciſed with covetous practices, which 
have forſaken the right way, &c. 2 Pet. xi. 14, T5. 
9. Keep in mind ſuch fele& portions of God's 
holy word, as are moſt ſuited to deter you from 
all diſhoneſty of heart and life, and to excite you 
to keep a good conſcience, and to do juſtly, and 
ſhew mercy at all times. The word of Ged ſhould 
be the book of your chief delight and meditation, 
and bear in memory ſuch paſſages as follow, 
1 Chron, xxix. 17. ** I know alſo, my God, that 
thou trieſt the heart, and haſt pleaſure in upright- 
neſs.” Iſa. xxvi. 7. The way of the juſt it 


uprightneſs: thou; moſt upright doſt weigh (or 


direct with loving kindneſs) the path of the juft,” 
2 Chron, xvi. 9. For the eyes of the Lord run 


to and fro throughout the whole earth, to ſhew 
himſelf ſtrong in behalf of them whoſe heart is 


perfect toward him.” But on the contrary, 
PC. xxxiv. 16. The face of the Lord is againft 
them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of 
them from the earth.” Job. xiii. 16. For an 
hypocrite ſhall not come before him.“ Jer. vii. 
9—17. 55 Will ye ſteal, murder, &c. and come 
and ſtand before me in this houſe, &c. I will caſt 
you out of my ſight.-— Therefore pray not thou 
for this people.” Remember our Lord denounced 


more woes againſt faiſe-hearted men, than any 
other, and did once and again declare, that all 


workers of iniquity, ſhould be rejected by him, 
Matt. vii. 23. Luke xiii. 27. and not only r. 
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but all ſuch as were void of charity and mercy, 
Matt. xxv. 41, 42. xxili. 1330. ; 
Laſtly, Keep always in mind, that the eye of 
| is ever upon you, and that the ſecond com- 
ing of Chriſt, and the judgment. day are approach- 
ing continually. What tho' you carry on your 
devices moſt ſecretly, and your works be the hid- 
den works of darkneſs, remember darkneſs and 
7: are both alike to him, Pſal, cxxxix. 12. 
e not only ſeeth but revealeth the deep and ſe- 
cret things, and has appointed a day in which he 
will judge the world in righteouſneſs, and brin 
every one of us before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt 
his ſon, that every one may receive according to 
that he hath done in the body, whether it be good, 
or whether it be evil, 2 Cor. v. q, 10. Shall I not 
then adopt the apoſtle Paul's words, Knowing there- 
fore the terror os the Lord, we per ſuade men. How 
terrible indeed, beyond conception, muſt it be to 
appear before the — of the Lord Jeſus, in 
a ſtate of impenitence and unbelief! How tre- 
mendous the condition of the guileful, the unjuſt, 
the men of violence and falſhood, when they mutt 
ſtand before his bar, as their judge." ious they 
refuſed to obey as their king: knew that 
his ſceptre was a right (i. e. ! ſceptre, 
and that he loved righteouſneſs and hated iniqui- 
ty, (Pſal. xlv: 6, 7. "Heb. i 8 9.) and would doom 
all the workers thereof to depart from him, and 
yet they perſiſted. Here we might enter upon 


the laſt part of this work, and cloſe with exhor- 
tations and warnings ; but let the directions and 


_ be firſt reviewed ; O do not caſt them away 
as ſoon as they are read | Bring them to mind 


again, and pray and endeavour that you may know 
them for your good, while the day of divine pa- 
tience is extended, and you are invited to ſeek. 

the 
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the Lord, now, while he may be found, aud to call 
upon him now, while he is near. O for your ſouls 
ſake, do not think it is ſtill too ſoon to repent ; 
do not think God will yet bear longer with me, 
or he will not be ſo ſevere with me, I purpoſe” to 
break off my ſins by , righteouſneſs -ſhortly. Ah, 
ſelf· deceiving thoughts | Rather conſider, Pſal. I. 
16—23. and without delay take the warning which 
the Lord gives you: May the following lines be 
bleſſed to this end! i 

„God is the judge of hearts, no fair diſguiſes 

«© Can ſcreen the guilty when his vengeance riſes,” 


Silent I waited with long ſuffering-love, 
<< But didſt thou hope that I ſhould neer reprove ? 
And cheriſh ſuch an impious thought within, 
That the all-holy would indulge thy fin ? 
<< See God appears, all nations join t'adore him; 
Judgment proceeds, and ſinners fall before him. 


«© Behold my terrors now; my thunders roll, 
Ad thine own crimes affright thy guilty ſoul. 
*© Now like a lion ſhall my vengeance tear 
*© Thy bleeding heart, and no deliverer near. 
Judgment concludes, hell trembles, heav'n re- 
ee 1 


Lift up your heads, ye ſaints, with chearful voices 


1 


<< Sinners awake betimes; ye fools, be wiſe; 
„Awake before this dreadful} morning riſe : 

Change your vain thoughts, your crooked 
©. works amend, _ 3 +a 
Fly to the ſaviour, make the judge your friend. 
40 Then join, ye ſaints, join every chearful paſſion 5 1 
When Chriſt returns, he comes for your ſal- 
< einn 5 
„ Pal. 1. Dre Ws Fram.” 
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$SETETION. Vi. 


Erxbortations, and Warni ings. | 


gHA LL all that has been propoſed to your con- 
ſideration be treated with contempt, as unwor- 
thy of any farther notiee after having been once 
read ? I would hope not: and if you will be in- 
treated to conſider in the fear of God, I'm not 
without hope you will reap advantage beyond ex- 
preſſion great, I mean, that your eyes will be 
opened, to ſee your need of FJeſus, the Saviour. 
Therefore I muſt admoniſh and exhort you, by 
what is moſt deſirable, and what is moſt dreadful, 
regard the evil nature, heinous aggravations, and 
ruinous conſequences of-a falſe and guileful heart 
and tongue, and hands addicted to picking and ſteal- 
ing, or any way. violanng the rights of your neigh- 
. 6h 


Is it not very deſirable that you ſhould, be reco- 


vered from the moſt vile and baſe principles and 
courſes, to ſuch as are truly noble, and ennobling ? 
to integrity, juſtice, and love of mercy ? which 
make their poſſeſſors, however poor they may be, 
honourable in the ſight of God and man. 

Is it not very deſirable that you ſhould: be reco- 
vered from being a curſe in civil ſociety, to be a 
bleſſing? from being the ſhame, reproach, and 
heart- breaking of your neareſt and deareſt rela- 
tions, to be their honour, comfort, and joy ? 
Prov. xxvii. 11. My ſon, be wiſe, and make 
my heart glad, that I may anſwer him that re- 
proacheth me. 

Is ĩt not ſenitely eligible, that inſtead ab: con- 
tinuing to fill up the meaſure of the iniquities 
of 5 Keb and provoking the vengeance 
of the _ ich, you ſhould leave all your 1185 
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„ 
of darkneſs, and let your light ſo ſhine bebe 
men, that they, ſeeing your good works, may 


glorify God on your account, (Mat. v. 16.) while 


you, as à citizen of Zion, walk uprightly, work 
righteouſneſs, ſpeak the truth in your heart, backbite + 
not with your tongue, nor an evi 42 your net 'ghbour, 
or take up a reproach againſt your neighbonr, Pfal. xv. 
Once more; is it not infinitely to be defired that 
you ſhould immediately forſake all thoſe diſhoneſt 


tricks which muſt fill you with remorſe of con- 


ſcience on review, expoſe. you daily to infamous 
1 pr wet in this life, and to the wrath and curſe 
of Almighty God in the next? What can be 
more defirable than that you ſhould this very mo- 
ment fly from all theſe, and become a ſincere fol- 
lower of the Lord Jeſus, and find peace of con- 
ſcience, and tread the path of the juſt, which is as 
the ſhining light, which ſhineth more and more 
unto the perfect day, and ſhall iſſue in the light 


of life eternal? Do you not own, that from the 


tender mercy of God the day ſpring from on high, 
the bright morning ſtar has viſited us to guide 
our feet into the way of peace, Luke i. 78, 79. 
That he is the light of the world, and that who- 
ſoevet followeth him, ſhall not watt in darkneſs, 
but ſee the light of life, John viii, 12. And will 
you yet ſhut your eyes againſt him, and follow 
your own inclinations, and Satan the Pages of 
darkneſs ?' | 
By all theſe confidertidins therefore, we extiort 
and beſeech you not to proceed to make yourſelves 
more and more abominable to God. You know that 
he abhorreth not only the bloody but the deceitful 
man, and all who 40 unrighteouſly ; and every 
one “ who loveth violence, his ſoul hateth, 
Pf. v. 5, 6. xi. 5. Here therefore let me faith- 
fully warn you; if you * not lay theſe things 
to 


( 38.) 


to heart, but will devide evil againſt your neigh- 
bour, and praftiſe cozenage, or any method in- 
juriouſly to deprive another of his good name, or 
property, then know aſſuredly you have to ex- 

pect the dreadful vengeance. of God. Conſider 
be the four laſt verſes of the xith Palm, and 
judge if it be not ſo; The Lord is in his holy 
temple, the Lord's throne is in Heaven: His eyes 
behold, his eye-lids try the children of men. Ihe 
Lord trieth the righteous, (let them remember this, 
and ſeek after more eſtabliſhed truth in the inward 
parts, and greater; freedom from guile) büt the 


icked, and him that loveth vis nCce, his. foul 
hk. Upon the wicked he ſhall, rain ei 
fire and brinzſtone, and an horrible tempeſt - 15 


be the portion of their cup. For the righteous Lord 
loveth righteoufneſs, that is the reaſon of his 
proceedi in ſo awful a manner with the un- 
2 _> his countenance deth behold, (i. 5 
with love, and protection, and to bleſs), the 
upright.” O take warning for your ſouls. fake, 
take it now; you may never bhaye a ſeaſon ſo 
favourable as this any more. If, you caſt this 
book behind your back, and inltead of falling 

upon your knees at the feet of; the Lord Tn 
to own your guilt, and cry for- pardon and grace, 
you put away all convictions, as Felix ſent away 
the apoſtle Paul with this evaſion, <6. Go thy way 

for this time, when I have a convenient ee 
1 wall call for thee.” Acts xxiv. 25. you are like- 
ly to grow more hardened in your crimes. Let 
me beſeech and warn you at the ſame time by 
thus hiſtory; read it deliberately, and with a prayer, 


© Lord teach me to profe 7 01 He ſent ſor Paul; 
„ and heard him ps LA the faith i in Chriſt. 
* And as he reaſoned of righteouſneſs, tempe- 
4 rance and 9 to come, (O. haye you 55 
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GS 
need to hear of theſe points daily?) Felix trem- 
* bled,” (are you harder than an heathen, and ſuch 
a notorious one too as Felix was, who had been a 
moſt unjuſt oppreſſor of the people in his govern- 
ment, and had married another man's wife ?) © Fe- 
< [iz trembled, and anſwered,” Go thy way for 
<< this time, when I have a convenient ſeaſon, I 


© will call for thee.” Miſerable ſelf-deceiver | _. 


O, take warning, left thou be more miſerable than 
he! I exhort thee to conſider; as a chriſtian 
oughteſt thou not to be like the good Samaritan, 
that took ſuch compaſſion, and lard out ſuch care 
and expence on the unhappy man, who as he was 
journeying from Ferujalem to Jericho, fell _—_ 
thieves, who ſtripped him of his garment, an 
wounded him, and departing, left him half dead ? 
How tenderly did the good Samaritan act, when 
others had paſfed by on the other fide, (the Prieſt, 
and the Levite) as foon as he ſaw him, he went un- 
to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and 
wine, and fat him on his beaſt, and brought him 
to an inn, and took care of him. Can you help 
being ſtruck with the humanity and amiable good- 
neſs in all this which the good Samaritan did ? 
And do you not remember that Chriſt's command 
is, Go thou and do likewiſe, (read the account at 
large, Luke x. 30— 38.) Alas! I fear if all that 
has been offered be flighted by you, you'll go, 
and do as bad as the thieves, inſtead of imitating 
the bright example that our Ford would have all 
his followers copy after. Perhaps you are de- 
ceiving yourſelf at this very time, ſaying in your 
heart, No, I'll never ſtrip a man, wound him, 
and leave him half dead; am I dog that I ſhould 
do this thing? Juſt thus a ſelf-deceiver argued 
long ago, (2 Kings viii. 13.) and reſented the 
thought that ever he ſhould do thoſe things which 
| 11 after- 


1 
after wards he did even to that height of cruelty, 
as to rip up women with child. If you perſevere 
impenitent, and go on in known evil courſes of 
diſhoneſty, you may be ſo left to your ſelf, to the 
power of temptations, to the influence of wicked 
companions, and the inſtigation of the devil, that 
you may before you die, not only rob, and leave 
half dead the perſon robbed, but murder outright. 
O confider theſe things fo- day, while it is called 
to- day, leſt your heart be hardened through the 
deceitfulneſs of fin ! Make haſte to quit the com- 
pany- of diſſemblers, and pray to God to fill you 
now with ſuch an hatred to the congregation f 
evil. doers, that you may never more ſet with men 
* whoſe right-hand is the right-hand of falſhood.” 
Can you help joining in the prayer, Pſal. xxvi. q. 
** Gather not my ſoul with ſinners, nor my life with 
bloody men.” But if you defire to have ſuch a 
prayer heard, it muſt be your care not to ſet with 
vain perſons, (Pſa. xxvi. 4, 5.) but thoſe whoſe 
converſation and practice will be a conſtant ex- 
hortation to you to fear God, and keep his com- 
mandments; and then waſhing your hands in in- 
nocence, (i. e. leaving off former diſhoneſt deeds) 
fo compaſs God's altar, attend ſtatedly on publick 
worſhip, that you may by grace be converted, 
and become a new man, a good Samaritan, and a 
good chriftian, waſhed from guilt in the blood 
of the lamb, and ſanctified by the Holy Ghoſt, 
Titus wii, 5, &c. Rev. i. 5. I know if your heart 
remains diſhoneſt, it will hate all the counſels and 
admonſtions that have or can be given you; and 
it will diſſemble and deceive (if it be not changed) 
till you are for ever undone. What the wiſeſt of 
men ſays of a man that hateth his neighbour, 
may be applied for inſtruction to an unjuſt and 
fraudulent heart which hates ſincerity and ho- 
4 £2 \ : neſty, 
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neſty, Prov. xxvi. 24, 25. He that hateth diſ- 
ſembleth with his lips, and layeth up deceit with- 
in him. When he ſpeaketh fair, believe him not, 
for there are ſeven (that is, numberleſs) abomj- 
nations in his heart.“ 80 if your heart pre- 
tends repentance, and purpoſes to reform ſhortly, 
and break off immediately from what moſt ſhocks 
the conſcience, O, be not deceived by all this, if 
1t remains diſhoneſt, it has deceits laid up, it has 
ſeven abominations within ! Seek therefore with- 
out a moment's delay to God to take away, wholly 
take away, ſuch a guileful, fraudulent heart, and 
ceaſe not from crying in the Redeemer's name, 
and as at his feet, Lord, make my heart ſound in thy 
ftatutes that I be not aſhamed! A new. and right 
ſpirit put within you, will carry out to a con- 
ſciencious regard to all God's commandments ; all 
-of the firſt table, and all of the ſecond, and all 
the glorious truths of the goſpel; and let it be 
remembered, then and not till then, when the heart 
is ſound, will there be a reſpect (a prevailing eſteem 
and regard) to all God's commandments; and 
then only is a perſon ſecure from ſhame, Pf. cxix. 
5, 6. O that my ways were directed to keep thy 
ſtatutes | Then ſhall I not be aſhamed, when I have 
reſpect to all thy commandments,” Indeed when 
the ſpirit is renewed, there remains {till reaſon for 
continual watchfulneſs and prayer. | 

Are any tempted to ſay, our ſtate is deſperate, 
we have ſinned fo heinoufly, our guilt is be- 
come fo great, and habits of vice ſo ſtrong, that 
there is no hope left us of eſcape ? to ſpeak thus 
is a denial of Chri/ as the faviour of the chief of 
ſinners, and it is to adopt Satan's doctrine, as it is 
expreſſed by a late ingenious and excellent di- 


— 


vine, in the caſe of 2ged ſinners; | | 
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« He tells the aged, they muſt te, 
And 'tis too late to pray; 

& [n vain for mercy now they cry, 
For they have loft their day.” 


Dr. Warrs, Hymn 1 <6, b. 20. 


If your own heart, or Satan tempt you to de- 
ſpair, and to turn you aſide from looking to Chriſt 
and crying for mercy, look upon it as a tempta- 
tion to a greater fin than exer yet you committed; 
reject it with dread and abhorrence, and bumbly 
apply with the greateſt ſpeed to the throne of grace: 
God is in Chrift reconciling a guilty world to him- 
ſelf, and has provided moſt honourably for his ju- 
ice, at the ſame time that he diſplays his mercy 
to all ſuch who repenting truly of their ſins, do 
believe in his Son for pardon, grace and glory. 

The precious blood of Chriſt will then atone for 
your ſins, and the Holy Spirit will break through 
all your ſtrong habits of vice, and you will 4 
come © God's workmanſhip created in Chriſt Je- 
fus to good works,” Eph. ii. 8, 9, 10. Therefore 
inſtead of deſpairing, conkider the full atonement 
Chriſt made on the croſs for all who ſhould truly 
believe in him; and that God has exalted him 
with his right hand to be a prince and a ſaviour, to 
_ Live repentance to Iſrael, and remiſſion of fins,” 
Acts v. 31. May theſe conſiderations quicken you 
to regard the directions which were laid before 
ou under the V. Sectian of this work, and thro' 
infinite mercy may it be true ſhortly in your caſe, 
„ That you are waſhed, that you are ſanctified, 
that you are juſtified in the name of the Lord 
Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our God.“ Remem- 
der it is left on ſacred record, that as the unrigh- 
teous (continuing ſuch) 10 ſhall nat inherit the 
Kingdom of God, ” ſoit is recorded, in the ſame 
| | place, 
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ace, of certain perſons, <* And ſuch were ſome of 
vou, but ye are waſhed, but ye are pon fied, but ye 
are juſtified in the name of Fs Lor, J, and by the 
Spirit of our God. O, meditate on this paſſage 
5 — and again! See what the love of God t 

ather, the grace of the Son, and the powerful in- 
fluence of the Holy Ghoſt has wrought on others, 
and the Lord grant you may experience the ſame ! 
You have been already referred to this eminent 
place of ſcripture, 1 Cor. v. 9, 10, 11. and to your 
conſideration I again recommend it.; may you 
read and know it for your good ! 


T he awaker'd Perſon's Son 1 75 
O! * the bleſſedneſs of the man, whoſe tranſ oreflic on 


is forgiven ] whoſe fin is recovered ! . Bleſ- 
fed is A man unto whom the Lord imputeth not 
iniquity, and i in whoſe ſpirit there is no guile !” 
PC. xxxii. 1, 2. Bleſſed is the man who is as 
humble and broken hearted for fin, as the publi- 
can, Luke xviii. 13, &c. as upright as Nathanael, 
John i. 47. as exemplary in Life as the Citizen 
Zion, Pl. xv. and as evangelical as St. Paul, who 
ſaid, God forbid that I ſhould glory, fave in 
the croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt;“ Gal. vi. I, 
15. Am I invited into this number; and ſhall T 
treat the invitation with contempt ?- God forbid*! 
Let me rather lay it to heart now, before the 
Holy Spirit is quite departed from me] May I not 
look upon the warnings, the counſels and directions 
which have now been given me, as an encourage- 
ment that I am not yet given up to myſelf? and 
ſhall I not hear the exhortation, © Wherefore as 
the Holy Ghoſtfaith, To day if ye will hear his 
voice, harden not your heart, as in the proyore. 
tion,” &c, Hed. i Ui. 1 1 | 


„  -M0-93 
If 'm afraid to make reſolutions what I will 
be, and what I will do, yet let me apply as ear- 
neſfly to God, and to my duty as poffible, with 
define to break off my ſins by righteouſneſs, to 
ceaſe to do evil, and learn to do well, and wait 
on the Lord continually. The command to de- 
ceitful and unjuſt Ephraim, who had compaſſed 
God about wich lyes, was this, Hoſea xii. 6. 
Therefore turn thou to thy God: keep merey and 
judgment (i. e i juſtice) and wait on thy 
od continually.” not hope for mercy, 
if with a enitent and Velieving heart I look to 
Chriſt to be my Dunn with God? 


4 Prayer ſuited to the . fi ubj er. 


O Lord God of Truth, who loveſt righteouſ- 

neſs, and hateſt wickedneſs, and requireſt truth 
in the inward. parts; what can ſuch a finner as I 
am ſay before thee! I know, O Lord, that thou 
abhorreſt all infincerity, a double heart, and tongue, 
and all diſhoneſt practices. Thou not only for- 
biddeft whatſoever is unjuſt and cruel, but re- 
quireſt loving kindneſs and tender mercy. Make 
me to abhor myſelf and repent as in duſt and 
aſhes: Draw me to thy Son for parden and life; 
thro' his merits and interceſſion be reconciled, and 
grant me, together with remiſſion of my "fins, 
thy Holy Spirit to renew my ſoul, and make mea 
new creature in Chriſt = , created unto good 
works. O that I may. brought. to love thee 


with all my heart, and my neighbour as myſelf ! 
Make integrity my, delight; and diſſimulation, 
and whatſoever. is diſhoneſt, my abhorrence. Let 
me not remain a child of 'the 28 774775 the father 
of lies, deceits, unrighteoufneſs, And murder; 
nor any more perform his works! May I be re- 


deemed 
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deemed from all iniquity, by thy beloved Son, and 
purified unto him, among his peculiar people, 
zealous of good works | Wherein I have injured 
any, may I to the utmoſt of my ability make re- 
ſtitution, labouring with my hands to this end, 
and that by thy bleffing, I may have to ſupply my 
wants, and give to him that needeth. Cauſe me 
to fly from all enſnaring company, places of gam- 
ing, and courſes of extravagance: Make me a 
companion of them who fear and honour thee, 
and keep thy righteous commands. Make thy 
word the book of my daily ſtudy, morning and 
evening prayer my ſtated practice, and thy day and 
public worſhip my choſen delight. Make me ever 
_ watchful and prayerful againft temptations, and 
make my heart ſound in thy ſtatutes, that I be 
not aſhamed ; Lord keep me by thy mighty power 
through faith unto ſalvation, for Jeſus Chriſt's 
ſake, in whoſe name I pray. Our father, &c. 


* 


6 
——— 


8 8 * 


H YM 
Pſalm xxxii. I, 2. Rev. xiv, 1—6. 


9 15 | 
I F guilt and guile my ſoul poſſeſt, 
> - Thro' love of favourite ſin, 
Could I have, peace while ſuch a gueft 
I entertain'd within? 
2. 
No, no, nor ſhould I dare deſire 
It might one moment be; _ _ . 7 
Theſe are eſſentials of that fire, _ oy 
Which burns eternally. | ; 
| W 3 Sin 


6 
| 3 
Sin- pard' ning God, for Jeſus* ſake 
GBrant me that gracious ſmile, 
Which all my chains of guilt ſhall break; 
And cleanſe my heart from guile. 


Then will my ſtate be bleſs'd indeed, 
Jef f * — waves of trouble riſe: 
us will come with pleaſing ſpeed, 
And bear away my ſighs, 
Or, if in wiſdom he Alexz 
And tries my faith a-while, 
I would not ceaſe to give hi Nite 
Who faves from guilt and guile. 
Releas'd from theſe hell ſet me free, 
From all my foes at length : 
Nor ſhould I doubt but he will be 
My righteouſneſs and ſtrength. +6 


py STE 
Then in the Lord, ye faints rejoice! _ 
Ye upright ſhout for joy | 
Well may his love exalt your voice, 
And ſweeteſt notes employ. 


But mourn, ye falſe, and fraudulent, 
Deceits your ſouls defile: _ 
Bow, and receive the Saviour ſent ; 


He Il cleanſe from guilt and guile. 


— 


So you ſhall join, on Zion's Hill, 
The ranſom'd of the Lamb, 


Whoſe ſongs their ſouls with tranſports fill, 
In honour of his name. 
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M ORNING 205 Geng with ait care, 
Preſent to God, thro n Four fervent 
Zl gi moto of 431; 2 
E [Neter!bowjto.images, invoke no in 15 
; Chriff 8 6 in all your wants. ]- 


0g. N. 495-21 MI 


As often read God's hot: K. word, and try. 2 
Your heart, to order we ty 


your life thereby: 
[Give not that book to popiſh claims a prey, 
But rather joyful: give your life aẽwy ; 
Rojas will fave, radio lead lg. Joi 2 
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re POT OT: ed £ 

| Abbor the baits ot lb, erte than; a 

Ever concerned i in duty's path to to run: i 1 5 , 

[To no ſeducer lend 4 Hf ning dai we 
The falſe, and cruel flee," as | from a bear. T 

ers 2 A111 e uit A 4 wa, 


Hojioar, with ſtridt regard, God's ſacred days 
Devout at church, in ſecret read and pray : 
[Attend no worſhip in a tongue unknown, 


Afur'd that God will no /ip-homage own. 


LY £98 
Let ſerious choughts of God's all-ſeeing eye 
Poſſeſs thy ſoul; ſee him ab ever nigh : 
Speak therefore what you mean, act as you fay ; 3 
eteſt the Feſuit Trick, a yea for nay: 
Ever abhor the crimſon guilt of thoſe, 


Who keep no Faith, and 1 1 ſolem oaths.] 
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Think VA sr N . comes apace, 
And Heav'n or Hell muſt fhortly be thy place: 
What's purgatory then? —a e nor can 4 
Wade e or 15 rs: ah, a ſinful man. ].; 10}, 1 
ro ts | £5) M1 bor} 07 1 114 
3 RINK your ee to perform aright, 
But ſeek God's ſpirit firſt for grace and nigh; 7 > 0 
When all is done ſay, Guilty, 1rd, SAT 3 
And to the merits of thy, Son I ly: 
13 Pope's indulgences are mere cajole, 

or can Rome 8 Rock of merit help one ſo 57 5; ha 

e919 2 5:41 So" L000 18 £17 10 „101 
iew each night thy deeds, thy words, thy 
thoughts; os i enn enen eee 
e wo race repent, beligye, amend thy faults : 
arpeſt penance, cant tone for guilt 

0 rer, this the precious blacd 5 of. Larue, was. {pi (alle) © 
Nor prieſtly Belege Make thee clean, =. 
But faith in Chriſt, producing Fele, vn within. 15 
To go in grace, ald knowledge of the Lord, 
Will prove a fray e while © errors e abroad. 


1 g 
: 


3 581 
4 (* * . EW: wi 
di, here 1 3 3 
+ 4 us! Sow - * 111 > +4 42 Y & 
- 4 mw” * bt & 8 as —_ * 1 . . 7 5 
Awonznac 516 li 45 bu [ 
7 : 1 ; & 4 42 A 
% un AL 01 181 51 11 


— « 
T a” —_ 
* 


1 


F "0 
1 
- 
* 
5 


1 
x 


12 


